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Are technologies like Ajax,
tagging, and wikis the next
frontier of the Internet?
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~ Mike Ker;p;er talks to Michelle Rivera about joinin_g

an industry-wide effort to help

remedy issues facing underground contractors.

AS |

s the contractor that does more
A gas distribution work than any other

contractor in the country, NPL is
focused on becoming the full-service energy dis-
tribution contractor of choice nationwide. The
company offers a wide array of tumkey services
to its clients, including job design, trenchless
technology, lawn and hard-surface restoration,
and traffic control. It’s recognized for its cost-
effective solutions and customer satisfaction,
installing and replacing more than 14 million
feet of pipe and wire annually.

Mike Kemper, president of NPL, said the com-
pany’s focus is two-fold: meeting customer needs
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and doing so safely. To live up to those goals,
NPL has taken an active role to remedy issues
facing underground contractors when they oper-
ate in areas with unmarked sewer service lines.

Risky business

NPL was founded as Northern Gas Line
Constructors in a small Minnesota town in
1967. Initially, the company focused on building
local farm lines, but as it grew, it increased serv-
ice offerings and expanded its reach.

NPL has grown from a $34 million regional
contractor in 1987 to a 2,500 employee, nation-
wide organization with more than $250 million
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in revenue. In the last year, NPL has grown an
estimated 20%, with more than 95% of that
growth coming from repeat customers, “We
look at the customers’ needs, wants, and goals,
and we work with them to find solutions that
lower their toal costs and achieve their objec-
tives,” said Kemper.

Utility companies face a major challenge in their
everyday operations because of the potential of
breaching a sewer line during the installation of
an underground utility line using trenchless
technology. For instance, when a contractor is
installing underground lines, he or she often
doesn’t know where the sewer lines are—

if there are any—and that can lead to huge
problems.

“Contractors and utilities install the lines using
trenchless technology, punching or drilling a
hole underground, and then pulling the gas, tele-
com, or electric line back through the hole,”
explained Kemper. “If the utility line is pulled
back and it happens to be that the drill went
through a sewer line, the contractor may end up
leaving a gas, telecom, or an electric line inside
the sewer line.”
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runs the risk of getting electrocuted,” Kemper 5
said, “and subsequent leaking of gas througha |
sewer service lateral and into the house or build-

equipment being devel-
ing can lead to catastrophic consequences.” If a | oped to fit the needs
gas line is breached, gas can escape into the | of an ever-changing

marketplace.

building. “Once gas leaks into a building and
there’s a source for ignition, it can ignite,”
Kemper said, noting that there’s a low chance |
this will happen. “But when it does happen, it |
can be devastating. The industry is working hard |
to identify solutions, both from the legislative
and the construction points of view.”

Working inside the lines
The majority of sewer laterals in the country are
not required to be marked by state law, leaving

For nearly 20 years, HammerHead® has provided trenchless
innovations and solutions backed by a global Vermeer distri-
bution and service network. Whether you are installing 2-in
conduit, replacing 30-in pipe or installing 72-in steel casing,
HammerHead® provides complete boring, ramming and pipe
bursting solutions,

Piercing Tools

HammerHead Mole® piercing tools are designed for the con-
tractor that's paid by the foot, not by the hour. With seventeen
models ranging from 2 to 8-in, HammerHead® continues to
supply the most advanced piercing tool design on the market.
HammerHead - reliable, easy to maintain, accurate, and most
of all, productive in the field, where it counts. @

HydroGuide® Winches P - Y
Another innovative design from - ik
HammerHead, the HG12 winch has ‘ﬂ%
an industry first, patent pending, el
labor saving, self deploying ; i '

downrigger.
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the utility company and its contractors with a
high risk of striking the lines.

| There has been an industry-wide movement

| aimed ar passing laws that would require all

| of the owners of sewer lines to mark them.
“There’s also a push to find technology that
makes finding those lines easier, including more
widespread use of internal cameras,” said the
president.

Numerous states are changing their laws to place
i this important task in the hands of the system

;I owner/operator, who is clearly in the best posi-

| tonto identify the location of the laterals. “It’s

| unreasonable to expect private homeowners to
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be responsible for locating and marking; they do
not possess the expertise or the means,” said
Kemper. “[ts also unfair to burden utilities and
excavators with the liability associated with
unmarked sewer lines.”

Several states are in the midst of passing laws
requiring that a locating device be installed at
the same time the sewer lines are installed,
Kemper said. “One idea that is starting to catch
on is to require the installation of a metal tracer
wire that would go in with the installation of the
sewer line. When a contractor has to dig some-
thing up, he or she can run an electrical current
through the wire and find out where the sewer

line is in order to avoid it.”
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THEN YOU SEE THE F[!IWEH OF COMMUNITY [llAlIH[lH.S.

They help community groups - like the FTA®, your church, clubs, even your employer -
organize resources and focus them where they're needed most. Especially fighting
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to keep kids away from drugs. If you're in a community group, ask if you can do

more by teaming up with a community coalition. It's really simple, Just go to

Rentals - Sales - Parts - Service iy

We're proud to partner with NPL!

EMPIRE

Since 1950

Office of Notional Drug Control Palicy

org or call 1-877-KID5-313 to contact a community

coalition in your area. They'll tell you exactly how your group can help. You'll be

surprised at what you have to offer. And how much you can accomplish.

YOU GET MORE WHEN YOU GET TOGETHER
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